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This month: 

Pesticide Safety 
 

Pesticides—including insecticides, fungicides and rodenticides—are important tools used for controlling 
agricultural pests.  However, if used improperly, pesticides can be harmful to the environment, animals 
and humans. 

Manager’s Meeting 
The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) is the major federal law governing the 
production and use of pesticides.  FIFRA requires that pesticides be classified as either “general use” or 
“restricted use”.  Restricted use pesticides (RUP) pose special risks and can only be used by a state-
licensed applicator or by a worker who is under the direct supervision of a licensed commercial pesticide 
applicator.   

The label on both general use and RUP is a legal document under both federal and state law.  The label 
shows if the pesticide is a RUP, provides instructions on which sites and pests the pesticide can be used, 
and specifies how to mix, load and apply the pesticide.  Anyone who uses a pesticide in a way that is not 
consistent with the label instructions is breaking the law and is subject to either criminal or civil penalties.   

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for regulating manufacturing, distribution, sale 
and use of pesticides.  EPA registers all pesticide products and approves the product labels and 
instructions on how to use pesticides.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is responsible for aerial 
applications of pesticides. 

EPA created the Worker Protection Standards (WPS) to protect workers from harmful effects of pesticides.  
WPS protects both pesticide handlers who mix, load or apply pesticides, and agricultural workers who do 
not work directly with pesticides. 

In Washington, the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) has been designated to enforce 
EPA requirements and the WPS.  The Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) has jurisdiction over the 
health and safety of agricultural workers who may be exposed to pesticides as part of their work, under 
the Washington Industrial Safety and Health Act (WISHA). 

WAC 296-307-108 provides the pesticide use requirements for agricultural employers.  Employers are 
required to: 

• Ensure that pesticides are used according to the product label; 

• Ensure that each worker and handler receives EPA-approved pesticide safety training and are 
provided with personal protective equipment (PPE); 

• Ensure that any handler and worker is at least eighteen years old; and 

• Provide all supervisors, including labor contractors, with safety information needed to meet state 
requirements; 

Employers must notify workers before pesticides are used, and monitor workers using highly toxic 
pesticides.  Only trained handlers are allowed to clean, repair or adjust pesticide application equipment. If 
equipment is to be cleaned, repaired or adjusted by someone who is not an employee or supervised 
worker, then the employer must ensure that all pesticide residues have been removed from the 
equipment.  The following information must be provided to the person who will be doing the repairs: 

• Pesticide application equipment may be contaminated with pesticides; 

• The potentially harmful effects of exposure to pesticides; 

• Procedures for handling pesticide application equipment and for limiting exposure to pesticide 
residues; and 

• Personal hygiene practices and decontamination procedures for preventing pesticide exposures and 
removing pesticide residues; 

Before a handler uses any equipment for mixing, loading, transferring, or applying pesticides, the 
employer must ensure that the handler has received safety training on using the equipment.  Before 
equipment is used for mixing, loading, transferring, or applying pesticides, it must be inspected each day 



for leaks, clogging, and worn or damaged parts, and any damaged equipment must be repaired or replaced.  

The Application Exclusion Zone (AEZ) is an area surrounding the application equipment when it is being 
operated.  The AEZ can be as much as 100 feet for pesticides applied by air, in sprays smaller than a medium 
droplet, or as a fumigant or mist.  An AEZ of 25 feet is required when a pesticide is sprayed from a height of 
more than 12 inches using a medium or larger droplet.  All workers must be kept out of the AEZ during 
pesticide application.  Restrictions for pesticides used in enclosed spaces are provided in WAC 296-307-109. 

All pesticides covered under the WPS have restricted-entry intervals (REIs) that are specified on the product 
label.  Warning signs must be posted for REIs that meet the requirements of WAC 296-307-10925.  
Employers must ensure that workers do not enter treated areas until the REI has expired and all warning 
signs have been removed or covered.  Commercial pesticide handlers must also be notified of locations and 
descriptions of treated areas with REIs.   

Decontamination supplies for routine washing and emergency decontamination, including water, soap and 
single use towels, must be provided wherever pesticides are being used.  At least one gallon of water per 
worker must be provided for routine washing.  Hand sanitizer and wet towelettes do not meet the 
requirement for soap and single-use towels.  The decontamination supplies must be located outside any 
treated area or area with a REI, and must be easily accessible to workers. 

Pesticides must be stored in secure enclosures, such as trailers, buildings, or bulk storage containers that can 
be locked and prevent children, unauthorized individuals and animals from entry.  Warning signs must be 
posted at storage enclosures. 

If a pesticide spill occurs, immediately protect yourself and others, stop the leak, contain the spill, and clean 
up and decontaminate the spill site.  A spill emergency kit, including PPE, containment “snakes”, sweeping 
compound, absorbent materials, detergent, and nonreactive/non-sparking shovel, broom and dustpan, 
detergent, should be kept at all locations where pesticides are stored or mixed.  All pesticide spills must be 
reported to the Department of Emergency Management and the Department of Ecology. 

Under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1974 (RCRA), pesticides are considered hazardous 
waste.  Empty pesticide containers must be triple rinsed before disposal.  WSDA collects and disposes of 
excess pesticides from farms, free of charge, under its Waste Pesticide Program (https://agr.wa.gov/services/
education-and-training/tsep/waste-pesticide-program). 

Pesticide Safety Training 

Workers must have received pesticide safety training within the past 12 months before entering an area 
where a REI has been in effect or a pesticide has been applied within the last 30 days.  The person who 
conducts the training must be a WSDA-designated pesticide safety trainer, have completed a WSDA train-the-
trainer pesticide safety training course, or be a certified RUP pesticide applicator.  Employers must retain 
worker training records for two years.   

Pesticide Safety Warning Information and Records 

Pesticide safety information must be available to all workers during normal working hours.  It must be located 
where it is accessible and easy to read, and be posted in multiple languages if workers do not speak English.  
The information must included these warnings for workers: 

• Avoid contact, inhalation or ingestion of pesticides that are on or in plants, soil, irrigation water, tractors, 
and other equipment, on used personal protective equipment, or that is drifting from nearby applications; 

• Be sure to wash before eating, drinking, using chewing gum or tobacco, using the toilet, using a cell 
phone or tablet, applying makeup, or getting into a personal vehicle; 

• Wear protective clothing such as long-sleeved shirts, long pants, shoes and socks, and a hat or scarf; 

• Wash or shower body and hair with soap and water, and put on clean clothes after work; 

• Wash work clothes separately from other clothes; 

• Wash immediately, or rinse off in the nearest clean water if pesticides are spilled or sprayed on your body, and wash 
with soap and water and change into clean clothes as soon as possible; 

• Stay out of treated areas and application exclusion zones; 

• Seek medical attention as soon as possible if they believe they have been poisoned, injured or become ill by 
exposure to pesticides. 

Safety information must also include up-to-date emergency medical contact information (name, address, telephone 
number) and contact information for WSDA and L&I.  

Pesticide Safety… continued from page 1 

Continued on page.3..... 



Information for each pesticide product used on site must be displayed no later than 24 hours after the end of 
its application, and must continue to be displayed until at least 30 days after the end or the last REI.  This 
information must include: 

• A copy of the SDS sheet; 

• Name, EPA registration number and active ingredients of the pesticide; 

• Location and description of the treated area; 

• Date and time of pesticide application; 

• Duration of the REI for that area. 

If a worker or handler is potentially exposed to pesticides during or within 72 hours of application, the 
employers must provide prompt transportation to a medical care facility for emergency treatment.  The 
employer must provide the injured worker or medical personnel with: 

• Copies of the applicable safety data sheets (SDS), the product name, EPA registration number and active 
ingredients for each pesticide product to which the person may have been exposed; 

• Details regarding how and when the pesticide was applied and how the person may have been exposed 
to the product; and 

• Antidote, first aid and other medical information from the product label. 

Records of pesticide application must be retained for 7 years after the end of the REI for each product.  
Records or other information must be available for inspection and copying upon request by an employee of 
EPA, WSDA or L&I.  Records must also be provided to worker or handler, and to the worker’s medical 
provider upon verbal or written request. 

Employers are not allowed to intimidate, threaten, coerce or discriminate against a worker who refuses to 
participate in a work activity that may violate pesticide safety requirements or who files a complaint related to 
pesticide use. 

Crew’s Corner 

Pesticides must be used with care to protect yourself and others working with you.  Before using a pesticide, 
read the label: 

• Danger-Poison means that the pesticide is highly toxic and can cause death; 

• Danger means that the pesticide is corrosive and can cause eye injuries, including permanent blindness, 
or severe skin burns; 

• Warning means that the pesticide is moderately toxic; and  

• Caution means that the pesticide is slightly toxic. 

Always follow the label instructions when using a pesticide.  If you do not follow label instructions, you are 
breaking the law and can be charged with a criminal or civil penalty. 

When mixing and loading pesticides, always wear protective clothing including long sleeved shirts (not with 
the sleeves rolled up), long pants, socks and shoes, hat and PPE, including gloves and goggles. 

Never eat, drink, smoke or vape while using pesticides.  Be sure to wash your hands before eating, drinking, 
smoking, using a cell phone, using the toilet or applying makeup. 

Be careful to not spill pesticides on your skin or clothing.  If a spill occurs, thoroughly wash your skin, remove 
contaminated clothing, and notify your supervisor or a coworker for additional first aid assistance. 

Wash and shampoo completely after work and put on clean clothing.  Be sure to wash work clothes that may 
have been exposed to pesticides separately from other laundry. 

Be sure to stay out of treated areas and application exclusion areas. 

Do not take left over pesticides or empty pesticide containers home. 

Do not let children or non-working family members play around sprayers or mixing, storage or disposal areas. 

Be sure that you know where decontamination supplies are located and how to get emergency medical 
assistance if you are exposed to pesticides. 

Report suspected pesticide use violations to WSDA. 
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  Walk-Around  
Safety Inspection 

Pesticide Safety 
❑ Are pesticide safety materials clearly posted and available to workers? 

❑ Have all workers been provided with pesticide safety training within the past 12 months? 

❑ Are all workers over 18 years old in areas where pesticides are being used? 

❑ Are all workers cleared from AEZ areas before pesticides are applied? 

❑ Are handlers monitored at least every two hours when applying toxic pesticides? 

❑ Is information on pesticides clearly posted in each area where they have been used? 

❑ Have warning signs been posted in areas with REI? 

❑ Are decontamination areas stocked with soap, water and single use towels? 

❑ Are pesticides stored in secure areas in their original containers with labels attached? 

❑ Are emergency cleanup kits available in storage and mixing areas? 

❑ Are records kept on worker training and pesticides used during the past 7 years? 

Topics covered: 

❑ Pesticide Safety 

Notes: 
Date: __________________________________ 

Foreman/Supervisor: ____________________________________ 

Employees present:  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

 __________________________   _______________________  

Take a Minute for Minutes 
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