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This month: 

Working Safely With and Around Farm Equipment 
When workers and farm equipment are both operating in the same area, serious accidents can occur. 
Tractor and forklift operators must take special precautions when operating around workers and 
pedestrians. Workers and pedestrians must also be aware of their surroundings and anticipate farm 
equipment in their work area. ATV operators must be especially cautious and watch for workers, 
pedestrians and other farm equipment, especially when traveling along the ends of rows. With extra 
awareness of the potential hazards present in your workplace, equipment operators, nearby workers and 
pedestrians can avoid lost time and injuries on the job. 

 

Manager’s Meeting 
 

Employers are required by WAC Chapter 296-307 to ensure that each operator of a tractor or forklift truck 
is trained and is competent to safely operate the tractor or forklift truck.   

 

Safety training for a tractor must be specific to the type of tractor that will be operated on the job and must 
included an orientation to the topographic features of the land where the tractor will be operated.  The 
tractor safety training program must be described in the employer’s written accident prevention program. 

 

Forklift truck operators must receive formal instruction and/or practical training covering the following 
topics: 

• Operating instructions, warnings and precautions for the types of truck the operator will be authorized 
to operate;  

• Differences between the truck and the automobile;  

• Truck controls and instrumentation: where they are located, what they do, and how they work;  

• Engine or motor operation;  

• Steering and maneuvering;  

• Visibility (including restrictions due to loading);  

• Fork and attachment adaption, operation, and use limitations;  

• Vehicle capacity;  

• Vehicle stability;  

• Any vehicle inspection and maintenance that the operator will be required to perform;  

• Refueling and/or charging and recharging of batteries;  

• Operating limitations; and  

• Any other operating instructions, warnings, or precautions listed in the operator’s manual for the types 
of truck that the employee is being trained to operate. 

Forklift truck operators must also be instructed about the physical conditions where the truck will be 
operated, including pedestrian traffic, narrow aisles, restricted and hazardous locations, ramps and sloped 
surfaces that could affect the truck’s stability, and any other unique or potentially hazardous conditions in 
the workplace that could affect safety. 

 

Trainees may only operate a forklift truck under the direct supervision of a person who is qualified as a 
forklift truck trainer. 

 

Forklift truck operators must receive retraining every three years or when the operator has been involved 
in an accident, near miss, or is observed to be operating the truck in an unsafe manner.  Operators must 
also be retrained when assigned to drive a different type of truck or when there are changes in the 



workplace that could affect safe truck operation.  Employers are required to maintain records showing the 
date of training or retraining and name of the trainer for each forklift truck operator. 

 

Operators of ATVs, tractors and forklift trucks should pay attention to where they are going, especially at 
row ends, warehouse aisles, loading areas, roads, and around trees.  Passengers, other than a person 
required for instruction or machine operation, should not be allowed to ride on the equipment unless a 
passenger seat or other protective device is provided.  Horseplay should be prohibited. 

 

Tractors, ATVs and forklift trucks should be parked away from exits, vehicle or pedestrian traffic, 
firefighting equipment or any other area that requires free access.  When a tractor is stopped, the brakes 
should be set securely, and parking lock used, if available.  A forklift truck should be brought to a complete 
stop with wheels straight, forks lowered until they contact the ground, transmission placed in neutral, and 
parking brake set.  The propane cylinder shutoff valve should be closed, and main power source shut off. 

 

You should identify the potential hazards in your workplace, where workers and farm equipment may come 
into contact. Look for: 

➔ High traffic areas where tractors or forklifts operate frequently 

➔ The ends of orchard rows or warehouse aisles 

➔ Loading areas 

Ensure all employees in these areas are aware of the potential hazards and know how to avoid them. 
 

Strategies for improving safety: 

• Instruct equipment operators to honk the vehicle horn when approaching the end of a row, aisle, corner 
or other blind spot, to alert others to their presence. Note: In larger operations, with many horns honking 
regularly, the sound can become background noise that is easily ignored. 

• Require workers to wear a high-visibility vest when working around farm equipment. 

• Limit the hours for equipment operation when lighting is low and there is poor visibility, such as in the 
early morning or late evening. 

• Reduce distractions by prohibiting cell phone use for equipment operators and restricting the use of 
headphones. 

• Designate specific areas for walkways and vehicle travel. 

• Enforce speed limits, especially for ATVs. 

Use the information above and the following tips to talk with your employees about working safely with and 
around farm equipment. 

 
Crew’s Corner 
Tips for equipment operators 

•    Always travel at a slow and safe speed, and use extra caution in areas where workers may be present. 

•    Slow down at the ends of rows and aisles, and look both ways before proceeding. 

•    Watch for pedestrians walking along or across your path of travel, and stay out of any 
designated walking areas. 

•    Watch for workers on ladders, especially at the ends of rows. 

•    Make eye contact with workers and pedestrians who may cross your path. 

•    If a worker approaches you, make eye contact and stop the vehicle. Also, ensure the worker moves 
away from the equipment before you resume operation. 

• Never allow passengers to ride. 

• Never lift a load over a person or an animal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on page 3... 



Tips for equipment operators… continued from page 2 

 

Tips for workers and pedestrians 

• Be aware of areas where tractors, forklifts and other equipment 
may operate near you. 

• Listen for the sound of equipment operating nearby, especially 
honking horns and backup alarms. 

• Watch for flashing lights on equipment. 

• Look both ways before crossing roads, intersections, and the 
ends of aisles and rows. 

• If you need to approach an equipment operator at any time, 
make eye contact with the operator, to ensure you are seen. Don’t 
approach the equipment until the operator has stopped moving 
and has indicated it’s safe to approach. Move away from the 
equipment before the operator starts moving again. 

• While walking in the workplace, avoid distractions such as 
reading paperwork, texting or checking your phone, or 
talking with other workers. 

 

Avoiding common distractions 
Avoid these common distractions when working with or around farm 
equipment: 

Cell phone use. Cell phones are dangerous distractions, for both 
equipment operators and pedestrians. Any time you are looking at 
your phone, you’re not paying attention to the area around you and 
can easily get into trouble before you realize the danger. 

Headphone use. Headphones can also create a distraction for 
equipment operators, workers and pedestrians. When you are 
listening to music, you are not listening to the environment around 
you and may miss important sounds or signals. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Take a Minute for Minutes 

Date:   

Foreman/Supervisor:    

Employees present: 

Topics covered: 

❑ Working safely with and around 
farm equipment 

 

Notes: 
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Walk-Around 
Safety Inspection 

Working Safely With and 
Around Farm Equipment 

 

❑ Are high-traffic areas 
identified in your 
workplace? 

 
❑ Have all equipment 

operators been 
trained in safe 
operation? 

❑ Are equipment operators 
trained to watch for other 
workers and pedestrians? 

❑ Are workers and 
pedestrians trained how to 
avoid farm equipment? 

❑ Do you prohibit the use of 
cell phones for equipment 
operators? 

❑ Do you have a policy about 
headphone use in the 
workplace? 

❑ Are workers trained how to 
communicate with 
equipment operators? 

❑ Do you have designated 
walkways, where 
pedestrians can avoid farm 
vehicles? 


